
NMRID Board of Directors Quarterly Meeting Minutes

July 14, 2009

I. Call to Order- 6:10pm


Attended by:



President: Dana Sumrow



Vice-President: Erin Mares



Secretary: Julie Frenzel



Treasurer: Cara Balestrieri



Members at Large: Jennie McDonough, Heather Park, Amanda Montoya

II.
Region IV Vision Statement: The vision of RID Region IV is to promote a community that inspires personal and professional transformation by offering cutting edge and innovative opportunities that honor the evolving and divers needs of its membership was read by Dana Sumrow.

III.
Board Reports

President- Dana Sumrow
· COPD Advisory Board Update- Currently focused on Deaf/Blind & Senior Citizen communities.  She feels that as the interpreting needs are met for these two communities that the NMRID goals are satisfied.  However, there is a call for any community issues that might be of interest to the COPD Advisory Board.
· Mentoring Board- No update
· RID Conference- 
· Various NM entities will be co-presenting at the conference (i.e. ITPs, IPPs, NMRID, UNM, SFCC, NMSD, APS, CNM, SVRS, NM Mentoring and Instep)
· ???- Should we coordinate a NM attendee get-together during the conference? Ideas include a) an impromptu gathering set up at the time,   b) setting a solid date/time & emailing a general announcement to the membership prior to the conference on list serve. No conclusive decision made.
· There will be several voting issues discussed at the conference, such as duel payment (nat'l & local chapter fees paid simultaneously thru the RID www) and setting up EIPA checks & balances w/out changing bylaws.  Amie Seiberlich, RID Region IV Rep, supports online duel payment as RID requires duel membership, yet currently it is a loosely monitored honor system. There are quite a few more motions that will be discussed at the conference; Dana will email the board the full list of motions A-M for their own review.
Vice-President- Erin Mares
· No Report


Secretary- Julie Frenzel

· No Report

Treasurer- Cara Balestrieri

· NMRID funds-
· Current account balance; $10,629 (This is after paying out the RID Nat'l Conference scholarships; 3 scholarships at $250 each)
· We are receiving approximately $400 donated twice/year from the Commission as they are not allowed to keep $$$ from Mentor Program application fees. Ideas for this money include new scholarships (see Scholarship committee section below) or food provided during workshops, member meetings etc.
· Cara will email the board the end of year report for their review.
· Membership-
· Last year we had 129 members, as of 7/14/09 only 56 have renewed; Cara will send a reminder email to the membership on list serve.  This email will contain the warning that to vote on nat'l RID issues members must have current nat'l and local membership.
· UNM Practicum Student Membership- Cara will continue contact with Barb Shaffer to remind the students to apply for local chapter membership.
Member at Large- Amanda Montoya

· No Report

Member at Large- Heather Park

· See Committee Updates (e.g. Workshop)

Member at Large- Jennie McDonough

· See Committee Updates (e.g. Website)

IV. Committee Updates

Workshop- Heather Park
· 5/29/09 NMRID Conference

· Feedback forms for both workshops ("Idioms" & "Non-Manual markers) were very positive! High marks (rating of 5) were received by both.

· We made a small profit; exact numbers are in the year end report.

· Next years NMRID Conference 5/8/10

· Request for brainstorming out of state presenters for the workshop.
· The committee would like to have a workshop pertaining to K-12 educational interpreting.

· The committee has also discussed having a separate entity arrange for the food; perhaps "provide opportunities" for organizations such as Sorenson or COPD to sponsor/provide meals and refreshments.

· December 12,2009 Workshop

· The board agrees to set the required annual public board meeting the same day as this workshop.  However, a definite decision over whether the meeting would take place before or after the workshop was not reached.  Options include board meeting from; 8:00-9:00am with workshop 9:00-12:00, or meeting from 1-2 and the workshop from 2-5:00.  Jennie suggests leaving a half hour between the functions so as to give some flexibility with time overflow.
· The workshop committee will be putting a call out for local presenters for this workshop, ideally someone with a new topic. However, as Amanda pointed out, do not discount recently seen presenters who have an extension to their workshop/topic.  The deadline for presenter applications is tentatively set for the first week of August.
· Dana will send an email to Region IV chapters to search the next tier up for potential presenters in the southwest area.

· The workshop committee will send out a "Save the Date" email in approximately September to the membership list serve.

· Food options- regardless of what time the meeting and workshop start/end, food will be provided, either by the workshop committee or by the board.
· Door prizes- Door prizes during the public board meeting were discussed as incentives for on-time attendance.  Tickets will be given out at the door until 5mins after the meeting starts.  Erin will be responsible for buying gift cards or other appropriate small items with a $50.00 budget.

CMP- Shelly Chappell, Amanda Retsek
· No report needed, any questions can be directed to Shelly or Amanda.
Pro-Action (AKA Licensure) - Report sent by Lisa Dignan, read by Julie Frenzel
· Licensure

· Licensure is HERE!  The rules are official and are posted on the Signed Language Interpreting Practice Board website at www.rld.state.nm.us/SignedLanguage/index.html.  

·  The application form will be available on the website next week, and the Board meets next on July 21, 2009.  At that point, the Board should be able to start accepting applications.

· Lisa is waiting to hear from the Board attorney as to the date by which interpreters will need to show proof of licensure in order to be in compliance with the law.

· A quick overview of the rules:

Provisional License
· Requirements: 

· Working as an interpreter when licensure becomes effective  OR
· Graduate of IPP/ITP Program

· Cost: $25 per year plus $15 first year

· CEU's: 2 RID CEU's per year (20 hours) tracked through ACET

· Five Year Limit (First year + four renewals)

Educational License
· Requirements: 

· ED: K-12 Credential from RID

· EIPA 4.0 or above AND pass EIPA-WT 

· OR RID Certification

· Cost: $50 for two years plus $15 first year

· CEU's: RID CMP (8 CEU's in 4 years)

· ONLY for K-12 settings

Community License
· Requirements:

· RID Certification (or RID recognized i.e. NAD 3-5)

· Cost: $50 for two years plus $15 first year 

· CEU's: RID CMP (8 CEU's in 4 years)

· Community, Postsecondary and K-12 settings

· How can NMRID help interpreters prepare?  (Thanks for asking this question, Dana!)

· Get the word out:  put licensure information and a link to the SLIPB webpage on the NMRID website.  

· Work with the NMRID Workshop Committee to develop a ‘master calendar’ of professional development opportunities around the state and in neighboring states.

· Let me know if there are questions out there – make sure people know they can contact me if they have questions.
Fundraising- Report sent by Julia Carris, read & supplemented by Julie Frenzel
· Past Events:

· The silent auction was a huge success, though exact amount is up for debate, somewhere between $300 & $1,000.  Exact numbers can be found in the end of year report.  The fundraising committee hopes to do this again next year with more success because of an earlier start date.

· Future Events:

· Julia has contacted the CA Pizza Kitchen and Boston's Pizza to inquire about "promotional" fundraising days.  She is awaiting callbacks.
· The committee is working with the Sign 'n Run committee to set up a craft fair during the Sign 'n Run. This is a work in progress, with a question as to how it will garner profit.

· The committee is also setting up a performance/music/social night to happen sometime this fall.  The performance will be by the Blackout Sketch Troupe, with music before and after in the café.  We are in contact with the Q-Staff Theater Space and OpenEye Café to set up using their space for this event. Charge is either drink purchases from the café or a % of the evenings take.  The details have yet to be determined.  



The board suggests:

· Adding a predetermined amount to be added to the ticket price which will be earmarked to pay the venue.

· Opening the event to the public, not keeping it limited to the interpreting and deaf communities.

· Asking Celia Klaus about potential musical talent.
Scholarship- Report sent by Leah Ekrut, Read by Julie Frenzel
· RID Conference;

· The committee received approximately ten requests for an application for the stipend to attend the Nat'l RID conference.  The requests came from interpreters in the ABQ and Santa Fe areas and represented a broad range of experience and certification levels.

· Ten applications were requested, five were returned.  Of those five, one applicant withdrew and the three recipients were chosen from the remaining four.

· The recipients of the $250 scholarship were; Emily Haynes, Sara Ware and Tommi Tejeda.  All recipients submitted proof of registration and were mailed checks by Helen Arenholtz.  Cara Balestrieri confirmed that the checks had been cashed as of 7/14/09.

· The recipients will be contacted after the conference to fulfill their other duties, which include submitting proof of attendance (e.g. a CEU sheet), an article for the newsletter or a written/in person report to the board.

· NM Mentoring Scholarship:

· There were no requests for scholarships for the upcoming NM Mentoring session.

· Notifications were sent w/ the mentoring applications as well as announcements made at all the previous mentoring meetings and should be announced at the August orientation meeting as well.  

· A potential cause for drop in interest in this scholarship is the fact that the materials fee has dropped considerably from $100to $40 per session.  Leah suspects that people may feel that it is more trouble to write the essay required for this scholarship than to pay the $40 out of pocket.  

· The scholarship committee requests ideas on how to change the requirements that might make this scholarship more enticing, or perhaps another way to make use of this money (perhaps a NIC Scholarship)
· NIC Scholarship:

· The board discussed potentially setting up a scholarship using the funds from the Mentoring scholarship for interpreters taking the NIC.

· Leah pointed out in her report that any reimbursement received from employers must be considered and how much we can supplement that (if any).

· The options discussed for this scholarship included three $100 scholarships given to three recipients or one full $325 (full test fee) scholarship to one.
· Amanda- to do one large scholarship might prove to make the scholarship more popular as well as increase membership if they know there is a chance for getting a full scholarship for the NIC.

· No set decisions were made concerning this scholarship.

Newsletter- No report needed/sent by Shyla Brooks
· The board agrees, Shyla has been doing a wonderful job with the newsletter thus far. 

· Dana will be writing an article to be published in the newsletter after attending the RID conference.

Website- Report given by Jennie McDonough

· Jennie- The site has very low traffic. We need to settle on our goals and expectations for the website; what do we want out of this site?

· We want a site that is easily accessed and provides information such as current and future events.  Also, we want a site that has the information needed by interpreters looking to move to NM who are researching the interpreting community in our state (e.g. links to various agencies, forms etc)
· New Website?
· The website we have now requires HTML coding for Jennie to update and make changes to the site.  Julie suggested a more administrator friendly option such as the website COPD uses.  

· Julie will contact the administrator at COPD and get the name of their web consultant.
· Cara will put feelers out into the Deaf community for any interested web designers and their portfolios.
· Calendar of Events

· Concern- Scheduling conflicts when setting up workshops/events between various entities (SFCC, Sorenson, NMSD, UNM, COPD, NMRID, etc)

· Lisa Dignan would like to set up an online master calendar with cooperation from the above mentioned entities.

· Jennie will look into setting up a shared calendar on the NMRID website, perhaps using Google calendars.

· Links
· We would like links to be set up to different affiliated entities, such as UNM, COPD as well as Licensure Info.  The board feels this will make the website not only more attractive to interpreters looking into moving here, but will help increase traffic to the site.

V. Old Business-

· None

VI. New Business-

· Funding Request for RID Conference 

· Historically the NMRID President has been given $500 to help defray nat'l conference costs.  

· Dana requests that the board approve a larger amount due to the following:

· She is a freelance interpreter, she does not have any monetary stipends from other entities (e.g. Sorenson, COPD, etc) 

· Thus far she has already paid $1,600 out of pocket (registration, airfare, and lodging).  This does not include meals, cab fare or other unexpected costs while at the conference.

· She will be spending most of her time on NMRID business attending mandatory meetings, with very little opportunity to gain CEU's.

· The board discussed the following points:

· Economically all prices are higher; airfare, gas, food, and lodging etc.  Philadelphia is an expensive city to visit regardless.

· As a freelancer Dana will be losing income during the time she takes to go to the (mandatory) conference.

· This does not need to change the $500 precedent for the future; this can be a one time exception to the rule.

· We have more than enough money available in our account.

· Heather- proposed $1,500 to be given to Dana to help defray costs incurred.

· Erin moved to pay Dana a one-time stipend of $1,500.

· Julie seconded.

· The board voted 6 in favor, none opposed, and one abstained.


*Dana abstained from participating in the board discussion and vote.*

· Cara will write Dana a check for $1,500 
· NM Mentoring Board-

· Dana requests a replacement for NMRID representative for this board.
· Amanda accepted and will represent NMRID on the NM Mentoring Board.

· Sign 'n Run Planning (S'nR will take place Sept 27, 8:00am)

· Sign 'n Run needs a link to be set up on the NMRID website (Jennie)

· Dana is unable to continue as the NMRID rep on the Sign 'n Run committee due to time constraints/scheduling conflicts.  She requested a replacement.

· Dana- we do have the option to step out of the planning committee.

· Heather- NMRID does need a continued presence on that committee.

· Julie Nagle is already an active member of the committee; perhaps she will be willing to become the NMRID Board liaison.
· Dana will also send an email to the membership thru list serve requesting an NMRID liaison/representative to step up.
· Email updates for board reps-

· Dana- would like to set up generic emails for each of the board members (i.e. president@nmrid.com, secretary@nmrid.com, etc, etc) This would serve two purposes:

· All NMRID business emails would be routed to these addresses, thus clearing our personal email boxes.

· These emails and passwords could be inherited, i.e. for the next term all archived emails, old business etc could be passed to the new board member with relative ease.

· Julie- suggested looking into yahoo email accounts where the server name can be masked so as to personalize the email address even further.

· The board discussed the options for Members at Large; one shared email for them all or "memberatlarge1@...", "memberatlarge2", etc. 

· Jennie will look into setting up emails for the board members through the website, Google, yahoo, etc…
· Dues paid for all board members?

· All board members except Julie are renewed.

· Julie will pay her dues.
· Miscellaneous

· Cara has inherited several boxed from Helen Arenholtz; these boxes need to be inventoried. 
VII. The meeting was adjourned at 8:15pm


Julianne Frenzel, NMRID Secretary

MEETING SUMMARY
MOTIONS

Motion by Erin Mares to pay NMRID president Dana Sumrow $1,500 to help defray RID conference costs was passed.
ACTION ITEMS
1. Dana will email the board the full list of motions A-M for their own review.

2. Cara will email the board the end of year report for their review. 

3. Cara will send a reminder email to the membership on list serve.  This email will contain the warning that to vote on Nat'l RID issues members must have current Nat'l and local membership. 

4. Cara will continue contact with Barb Shaffer to remind the students to apply for local chapter membership 

5. Dana will send an email to Region IV chapters to search the next tier up for potential presenters in the southwest area.

6. Erin will be responsible for buying gift cards or other appropriate small items with a $50.00 budget. 

7. Dana will be writing an article to be published in the newsletter after attending the RID conference.

8.  Julie will contact the administrator at COPD and get the name of their web consultant.

9. Cara will put feelers out into the Deaf community for any interested web designers and their portfolios.

10. Jennie will look into setting up a shared calendar on the NMRID website, perhaps using Google calendars.

11. Cara will write Dana a check for $1,500 

12. Sign 'n Run needs a link to be set up on the NMRID website (Jennie)

13. Dana will also send an email to the membership thru list serve requesting an NMRID liaison/representative to step up.

14. Jennie will look into setting up emails for the board members through the website, Google, yahoo, etc…

15. Julie will pay her dues.

16. Cara has inherited several boxed from Helen Arenholtz; these boxes need to be inventoried. 
*For reference, all Action Items are italicized within the body of meeting notes*
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